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Crime Management by Detectives 
This is a summary of the article Behind the Green Lights written by Captain Cornelius W. Willemse in collaboration with Jack Kofoed and George J. Lemmer. The article narrates how a prostitute nicknamed as Fox helped detective Cornelius with the Homicide Bureau collect vital information that enabled him to solve his first murder case. 
 Cornelius lands a detective assignment with the Homicide Bureau located in New York City, a city full of police operation nearly in every metropolitan center. According to the authors, New York is famous for countless dramas that do not happen upon the blotter, but they are essential in determining the department’s success or failure. Since Cornelius is a detective, he knows that information should be his stock in trade, and this cannot be achieved through threatening. All he wants is allegiance from prime suspects. 
When inspector Cray, who was once great renown and one of the most feared detectives by the underworld during his active days, called Cornelius, he told him that he could only succeed in his duty as a detective under one condition. The condition was that sergeant Cornelius should equip himself with reliable sources of information in the underworld. Cray told Cornelius that it was possible to work in New York for a whole day without encountering a single crime. He added that criminals cannot invite a detective around when they plan to pull a job but rather it is a matter of wit, and you have to outshine them for the success of the department. When you are a homicide detective, you do not expect a decent civilian to come to you with the necessary information but rather form allegiance with criminals to get handy information. 
Inspector Cray also warned Cornelius that he should never disclose even to his seniors the sources of his information. He should learn to safeguard the interests of the men and women who gave him the required information. Another key advice that Cray shared to Cornelius was that as a detective one should acquaint himself with as many professional criminals as possible. Playing a game with such criminals is essential to getting a square deal of information. One must learn the haunts and habits and everything about these criminals ranging from their families all the way to their connections. Cray insisted to Cornelius that applying this technique was key to accessing the most required information. After the advice, Cornelius finds a chance to test his prowess when he finds Fox who was arrested on East Fourteenth Street for soliciting. Fourteenth Street was found in Cornelius district, and it was well known for burglars, yeggs, and as a rendezvous for robbery. Prostitutes easily get attracted to gentries like those just like a flying paper attract flies. 
Fox was scheduled to be arraigned before the late magistrate Peter Barlow. Cornelius intervened for the release of Fox on Parole, and after numerous pleas, to the magistrate, Fox was released. Despite the hard life that Fox went through as an opium addict and her thirty-odd years Fox was quite passable in her appearance and had a nice test in her attire. At first, Fox is concerned to know why captain Cornelius has shown that great interest in her and not anybody else. Cornelius explains why he is interested in Fox and they strike a deal that Fox will be the principal source of information to Cornelius since she is linked to exuberant gangsters. Cornelius promises to keep his mouth shut upon the information that Fox shares to him. Cornelius understands the kind of gangs that Fox is laying within Jones dump. Jones dump has a lot of loose talks that requires one to be careful. Cornelius manages to convince Fox, and they immediately become friends.
Cornelius and Fox agree to always meet at Fifteenth Street near Fourth Avenue, every time Fox calls or writes to Cornelius under the name Vera. One day at around three o’clock while walking on the Fifteenth street on a certain morning, Cornelius met Fox, and she gave him a nod. Then Fox narrates to Cornelius about the murder of a fellow called Maxie Levine on the back room on the second floor of No. 207 East Fourteenth Street in the Horowitz apartment. Fox narrated how a guy named Shooey talked to other several men about how his gang had bumped off Levine. This was very handy information for a detective who hardly knew a murder had been committed in his home district. Fox further explained that the gang was off to Detroit except for the lamister, Shooey, and the Blouth woman. Shooey was hiding in Norfolk Baths to update the gang on the developing stories. Fox stated where the group had flown to, the time of murder execution and disclosed the identity of the gangsters. 
Cornelius together with Paddy Mullins who was on a post that day and was also an excellent patrolman, went into room No. 207 direct to the second floor. Mullins was directed to notify his station while Cornelius called the headquarters for more detectives. Since Fox had named the Blouth woman as a prime suspect of the murder and the fact that she was seen at the scene by Cornelius she had to be stopped for a few questions by detectives. The officer picked up Mr. Shooey at the Baths as they incidentally discovered other young men who could not go to bed without guns under their pillows. Detroit was telegraphed, and police there picked up the Horowitz couple and pennitsky. The lamister was bumped in Harlem next day. Assistant District Attorney Deacon Murphy ruled over the case, and a few days later Cornelius and other detectives indicated a murder case against four men in the first degree, together with a missing man among them. The lamister was given $10,000 bail as a necessary material witness after testifying before the grand jury. 
The missing man was named as X. He was married and a father. After concerted efforts of detectives, Mr. X was apprehended in Cleveland. Cornelius ordered for miss Blouth and Flo Horowitz to be moved to Magdalene Home in Dyckman Street after they were granted bail of $10,000 as a material witness. After the determination of the case by the juries the suspects were convicted accordingly. Each one of them served a prison term as stated in the degree of murder committed. Some managed to change for good while others are still principal gangsters. For the case of Fox, she altered and refrained from using opium.
In summation, this article has outlined the essence of information acquaintance for a detective in the department of Homicide Bureau. It has highlighted the areas of concern that one should focus on if they intends to succeed as a detective like Captain Cornelius. Also, it is clear that forming an allegiance with other people is crucial in obtaining reliable information.
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